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Census - 2008 Farm and Ranch Irrigation 

 Farms 
Acres 

Irrigated Water Applied Using Only: Farms 
Acres 

Irrigated 

Average 
acre-feet 
per acre 

Total 8,878 835,639 Gravity systems 5,632 293,717 2.5 

1 to 49 acres 6,955 74,312 Down rows or furrows 740 58,975 2.4 

50 to 99 acres 628 43,273 Controlled flooding 3,643 160,482 2.8 

100 to 199 acres 552 79,720 Uncontrolled flooding 394 28809 1.2 

200 to 499 acres 404 121,007 Other gravity 516 8,644 1.5 

500 to 999 acres 181 122,448 Sprinkler systems 1,569 297,791 2.0 

1,000 to 1,999 acres 99 131,483 Center Pivot 381 187,014 1.7 

2,000 acres or more 59 263,396 Low Pressure 352 169,600 1.6 

Total Cropland 8,636 797,975 Medium Pressure 25 13,764 1.8 

Cropland Harvested 7,636 711,777 Linear sprinklers 9 16,880 0.9 

Cropland for grazing 2,902 73,811 Permanent sprinklers 655 983 2.3 

Other cropland 948 12,387 Side roll, wheel move 394 8,624 2.7 

Pastureland 1,474 37,664 Hand Move 39 2,028 1.2 

Gravity systems 6,742 460,112 Drip, trickle or low flow 
micro sprinklers 

438 10,863 2.8 
Down rows or furrows 1,745 124,977 

Open surface ditches 1,681 86,579 

Source or Supplier Farms 
Acres 

Irrigated 
Acre-feet 
applied Lined 1,063 40,280 

Unlined 618 46,299 Ground Water 3,455 548,401 1,066,753 

Underground pipe 75 23,292 Surface Water  On Farm 1,856 98,068 175,381 

Controlled flooding 4,199 255,915 Surface Water Off Farm 4,419 291,053 654,215 

Poly tubing 14 7,555 

Irrigated Horticultural Operations: 2008 Open surface ditches 4,172 204,445 

Lined 1,207 103,450 Total Area Operations Square feet Irrigated sqft 

Unlined 2,965 100,995 Area under protection sq ft 92 9,613,518 7,769,978 

Underground pipe 217 40,755 Area in the open acre 73 2,948 2,679 

Uncontrolled flooding 543 47,923 Floriculture and bedding crops   

Other gravity 744 31,297 Area under protection sq ft 56 9,321,123 7,479,569 

Sprinkler systems 2,574 459,082 Area in the open acre 25 260 260 

Center Pivot 682 326,743 Nursery crops   

Low Pressure 590 283,091 Area under protection sq ft 30 75,606 74,292 

Medium Pressure 82 38,496 Area in the open acre 32 (D) 165 

High Pressure 13 5,156 Propagative materials   

Linear sprinklers 82 85,528 Area under protection sq ft 24 98,574 98,118 

Permanent sprinklers 660 2,043 Area in the open acre -- -- -- 

Low Pressure 330 1,247 Food crops grown under protection   

Med to High Pressure 330 796 Area under protection sq ft 31 99,207 98,991 

Side roll, wheel move 697 31,750 Sod   

Big gun or traveler 95 533 Area in the open acre 4 1,746 1,497 

Hand Move 569 12,485 Christmas trees    
Drip, trickle or low flow 
micro sprinklers 654 30,308 

Area in the open acre 18 769 757 

Surface Drip 495 7,784 Other horticultural crops   

Sub-surface drip 66 18,477 Area under protection sq ft 6 19,008 19,008 

Low-flow micro sprinklers 159 3,997 Area in the open acre 6 1 1 
1/ Not published to avoid disclosing individual information 


